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a ay ia scientific lines. Next tame the discovery by Hess, Steenbock-and others 
that’ vitamin could be produced artificially by ultraviolet irradiation ‘of 
“natural foods. Subsequently, Hess. and Windaus discovered that the most 
potent source of vitamin D is irradiated ergosterol—now known as Viosterol. 
More’ recently another discovery resulted.in the production | of pure crystal: 
line Vitamin D-—Drisdol—which has fouind wide: acceptance in of 
solu tion in propylene glycol that is ‘readily diffusible in milk... 
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of appeared. until the publication of a treatise by. 
Glisson, an English physician, in 1650. His 80 an 
that rickets was termed. “English Malady.” 


used empirically for rickets. This effective antirachitic was in wide 
before McCollum and his colleagues showed that its active ‘constituent is a 


ANTIRAGHITIC THERAP 


ae EARLY HISTORY is in 
obscurity. The disease is not mentioned: 
in the writings of Hippocrates, but it appears. 
to have: been known to Soranus of Ephesus, 
“who ‘practiced: in. Rome during the first 
tures of the Christian era. During the Middle 
2) Ages medical men probably became familiar 
with rickets when: people forsook the. open 
dwell in crowded towns where sun- 
“dight was tess abundant. However, no clear 


There are no exact historical data to indicate pad Was 


new era‘was then Opened in the investigation and treatment of 
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